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*"Continuing" would need to be 
defined; our suggestion is "several 
assaults on different occasions" 
and an honest belief it will 
continue into the future. 

did take time, plan their actions - as some 
aspects of Kiranjit's actions could be inter
preted. It is yet again based on a 'man's eye 
view' where traditionally men act spontaneous
ly and in rage, using methods such as choking 

and strangling. We're not sure what concept 
could replace it, or even if it is possible to -
hence the need to introduce an entirely new 
defence. 

Self-preservation 

Our reason for suggesting this is an awareness 
of the limited and contradictory ways in which 

legal reform of current defences have been 
used in other countries. As far as we know in 
most other countries reforms have been limited 
to amending current defences, so attempting 

something new could be exciting and open up 
other possibilities elsewhere. It seems to us that 
it would be an important victory to have the un
equal position of women and children in 

families/households recognised in law - such 
that the very fact of having to endure a history 
of sexual/physical abuse is the basis of the 
defence. Whilst not worded in gender-specific 
ways, the reality is that the vast majority of 
cases would involve women and children 
abused by male members of the household. 

Our starting point in thinking about a new 
defence is all the research on, and personal tes

timony by, women who have killed abusive 
men. The common theme which emerges is 

reaching a point where they feel it's his life or 
theirs. Both the history of the violence and the 
many attempts they have made to avoid/escape 
it result in a sense of hopelessness and despair. 

Although this amendment, like all law, 
needs to be universal in its application, we feel 
it should also acknowledge the ways in which 
differences in women's cultural background 
specifically shape their situation and percep

tion of courses of action open to them. For ex
ample we are aware of how the "izzat" code 
of honour was one of the several circumstantial 
factors which served to trap Kiranjit in her mar
riage. However we do not want law to 
problematise minority ethnic cultural groups in 
ways which could feed into racist stereotypes. 
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Further we are aware that other women can be 

trapped and isolated by dominant ideologies or 
beliefs of their communities. For example we 
have learned how women from Christian fun
damentalist groups may be punished by their 
communities for leaving violent relationships -
for example ROW has been contacted by 

women from faiths like Jehovah's Witnesses 
who have lost custody of their children and 
been forced out of their community when they 
left violent husbands. Knowledge of the power 
of community response can be part of the com
plex web of factors binding women in 

dangerous situations. 
While we need the assistance of lawyers 

in the drafting of this defence, we see it as con
taining the following elements: 

It is a defence open to a person who 

kills a partner or someone in a familial or 
intimate relationship who 
has subjected them to continuing* sexual 
and/or physical abuse and intimidation 
combined with psychological abuse to the 
extent that they 

have an honest belief that there was no al
ternative available. 
We would include subsections to allow for 

the following situations: 
a person acting in the protection of a child 

being subjected to abuse; 
a child or adolescent acting in the protec
tion of a parent or sibling being abused; 
in the case of a child or young person vic
timised by sexual abuse acting to prevent 
the abuse being carried on to a sibling; 
household or family members acting 
together against a household/family mem
ber who is abusing all of them. 
The defence would require the woman to 

provide evidence to demonstrate the history of 
violence and abuse. This would take the form 
of the woman's/child's own testimony with or 
without other corroboration, which might take 

the form of testimony from, for example, -other 
members of the household, including children, 

friends, family, neighbours, doctor's or police 
reports, legal statements, court orders or 

evidence from other agencies. □

---- --- - - - - -- ----
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Thelnia and Louise 
Go Shooti•Dg 

Empowerment, anger, rage; 'Thelma and Louise' is much more than a simple 

Hollywood road movie, writes Sue Botcherby. 

In one of the earliest scenes in Thelma and 

Louise a guy is attempting to rape Thelma. He 
hits her several times and has her face down 
over the boot of a car. She is hurt and terrified. 
Louise finds them and makes him stop by point
ing a .38, at his head. As they are about to get 
away Louise growls at him: 'When a woman is 

crying like that she is not having fun." This was 
a powerful, early statement of the feminism 
that pervades the film. At this point I sat up in 
my seat. This film was showing potential and I 
wanted to hear more. 

The next part of this scene tied in to the 
statement that Louise made. Not willing to give 

up so easily, a trait of all the main male charac
ters in the film, this guy snarls, 'I should have 

fucked her". We know exactly what he means. 
To him it is immaterial whether a woman is en
joying herself, whether she says no, and it is ob
vious that he will do the same again. With this 
realisation and with hatred and disgust in her 
eyes, Louise shoots him with a single bullet. 
She doesn't fill him full of lead in a scene that 
could have easily been gratuitously violent. She 
shoots him so that he won't speak like that, or 
act like that, towards a woman again. 

I was pleased. I'd bet that every woman in 
the audience was pleased, along with his wife, 

his countless affairs and numerous other 

women he'd violated. This wasn't simply 
revenge but a political act against male 
violence. It reminded me of the scene in A 

Question of Silence (1984), where three 
women, who hadn't previously met, beat, kick 
and stab a boutigue owner to death. The bouti-




